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INTENT OT RELIGION. | HUMILITY IN COMPANY. 


1; there be any principle fully afccrtained by religion, it | {), all the qualifications for converfation, humility, if 
is, that this life was intended for a ftate of trial and im- || not the moft brilliant, is the fafeft, the moft amiable, and the 
provement to man. His preparation for a better world re- |} moft feminine, The affefation of introducing fubjeéts with 
quired a gradual purification, carried-.on by fteps of progref- \ which others are unacquainted, and of difplaying talents 
five difcipline. The fituation here affigned him was fuch |} fuperior to the reft of the company, is as dangerous as it is 
as to anfwer’this defign, by calling forth all his a€tive pow- || foolith. 
ers, by giving full {cope to his‘moral difpofitions, and bring- There are many who never cath forgive another for being 
ing to light his whole charaéter, Hence it became proper, || more agreeable and more accomplifhed than themfelves, and 
that difliculty and temptation ‘fhould arife im the courfe of || who can pardon any offence rather than an eclipfing merit. 
his duty ; ample rewards were promifed to virtue ; but thefe || The fable of the nightingale fhould be ever had in remem- 
rewards were left, as yet, in obfcurity and diftant profpeét. |} brance, as it conveys a moft ufeful leffon replete with valua- 
The imprefiions of fenfe’ were fo balanced again{t immor- |} ble inftru€tions, . Had ‘the filly warbler conquered his va- 
tality, as to allow a confli& between faith and fenfe,—be- nity, and refifted the temptation of fhewing a fine voice, he 
‘tween conf{cience and defire,—between prefent pleafure and |] might have efcaped the talons of the hawk. ‘The melody 
future good. In this conflié the fouls of good men are |} ef his finging was the caufe of his deftruction ; his merit 
tried, improved and {trengthened :—in this field their ho-| brought him into danger, and his vanity coft him his life. 
nours are reaped ;—here are formed the capital virtucs of 


fortitude, temperance, and felf-denial ;—mederation in prof- MAN'S DANGER AND SECURITY IN YOUTH. 


perity, patience in adverfity, fubmiffion to the will of God, 
charity and forgivenels to men amid{t the various competi- | I. that period of life too often: charaéterized by forward 
tions.of worldly interelt. prefumption and headlong purfuit, felf-conceit is the great 
. fource of thofe dangers to which men are expofed; and’it 
Pigs HOPE. : is peculiarly unfortunate, that the age which ftands moft in 
Hor: to the foul, when diftraéted by the confufions of |] ned of the countel of the wife, fhould be the moft prone 
to contemn it. Confident in the opinions which ‘they 
adopt, and in the meafures which they purfue, the blifs 
which youth aim at, is, in their opinion, fully apparent. It 
is not the danger of miftake, but. the failure of fuccefs, 
which they dread. Activity to feize, not fagacity to difeern, 
is the only requifite which they value. 

The whole flate of nature is now become a fcene of de- 
lufion to the fenfual mind, Hardly any thing is what it ap- 
pears to be: and what flatters moft is always fartheft from 
reality. There are voices which fing around us, but whofe 
ftrains allure to ruin, There is a banquet {pread where 
and Qimulstes indufiry. } poifon is in every difh, There is a couch which invites us 


Was this hope entertained with that full perfuafion which : to repofe, but to flumber upon it is death. Sobriety fhould 
temper unwary ardour; Modefty check rafh prefumption ; 


Chriflian faith demands, 1t would in truth totally annihilate ° 
all human mifeiies; it would ‘banifh difcontent, extinguifh | Wildom be the offspring of refleétion now, rather than the 


giief, and fulpend the very feeling of pain. 1 bitter fruit of experience hereafter, 














the world, is as an ancher toa fhip in’a dark night, onan 
unknown coaft, and amidit a boifterous ocean. In danger 
it gives fecurity ;—amidft general flu€tuation it affords one 
fixed point ef reft. It isthe moft eminent of all the ad- | 
vantages which religion confers. It is the univerfal com- | 





forter ;—it is the {pring of all human a€tivity. 

Upon futurity, nren are conflantly fulpended; animated | 
by the profpeé of fome diftant good, they toil and fuffer | 
through the whole courfe of life; and it is not fo much | 
what they are et prefent, as what they hope to be in fome | 
after time, that enlivens their motions, fixes their attention, | 
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THE 


WANDERINGS 


OF THE 
IMAGINATION. 
BY MRS. GOOCH. 

(Continued from page 371-) 
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CONCLUSION 


OF THE 


HISTORY OF CAPTAIN S—. 


Sie arrived at the houfe of Mrs. Moore, and on enquir- 
ing for Mrs. S , was anfwered by a coarfe, vulgar-look- 
ang woman, that * fhe know’d no fuch perfon ; but that fhe 
was a ftranger, and her miftrefs was out.”” Mrs. Wilmot 
was not to be fo eaftly repulfed after her morning’s fatigue ; 
and on her mentioning the child, the woman added, * Oh, 
to be fure, fhe meant the grand lady. that had fupped there 
the night before, after fhe had been to the play; for that fhe 
had lighted her home, and would tell the coachman where 
fhe lived,” 

Thus direfled, they proceeded near half a mile farther ; 
from whence Mrs, Wilmot would have been probably fent 
back as much in the dark, had not the fudden appearance 
of Mrs, S—— at an upper-window caught her cye, and 
theye was no pofhibility of demying herfelf, Mrs, Wilmot 
ordered the coachman, without much ceremony, to open the 
coor, but knocked repeatedly at that of the houfe before 
fhe was let in. She was at length fhewn intoa fumptuous 
parlour where every thing befpoke luxury, and Mrs, ‘Ss 
came to her. Her vifible confufion, and the lyle of her 
dreis fo different to that in which Mrs. Wilmot had been 
zecuomed to behold her, would have foon convincedsa per- 
fon of lefs penctration than that worthy woman, of the de- 
ception praftiled on her mafter, 

‘* Without making_anycomments, fhe delivered her mef- 
fage, and earneftly intreated that the little bey might return 
with her; to which Mrs. S moft rcluantly affented. 
They were foon feated in the coach, and Mrs. Wilmot 

thought it her duty to forbear interrogating the child; but 
conGinnd herfelf to her own pious reflections on that aentie 
pity which fhe thought it neceflary for every human being 
to beftow on the loft young creature, from whom fhe had 











jult parted, 





——- 


ee on 





She wifhed it had not been referved for her | 


to make the difeovery of unqueftionable guilt ; and while | 


fhe contemplated the fweet features of: the lovely boy, fhe 
inwardly ejaculated a prayer to his Creator, that his young 
mind might remain uncontaminated by bad example; for fhe 
could not fuppofe that at fuch early years he could be an 
ade “pt in the {chool of deception ; or that a mother, though 
loft in her own perion, could train up her child in the paths 

hat led to infamy and corruption, Alas, his little heart was 


already leis pure than her own; and he was an able pra€ti- | 
tioner ia the art of diflembling. 
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“ Mrs, Wilmot?s filence lafted no longer than till her re- 
turn home; when im: mediately requeiting a few minutes 
private audience with her mafter in his fludy, the, with many 
apologies, entered into a full explanation of what fhe had 
feen, and what fhe conje&ured. 

* When dinner was over, my uncle queftioned Frede- 
rick ; and was aftonifhed at the hardened refolution with 
which he at firit equivocated, On finding, however, that 
his fecret had tran[pired, and his interrogator was refolved: 
the weaknefs of a mind not yet fufiiciently flrong to be con. 
furmmate in hypocrify, betrayed him, and he revealed all he 
knew. 

Shocked at the idea of fuffering the child to return to his 
imprudent mother, yet not poffefling in himfelf fufficient 
authority to-detain him, there was but one expedient, and 
that was to fend forme. He drew from him a promife not 
to mention to his mother a word of what had pafled ; and 
promiling to him if he did not, fuch prefents as were moit 
defirable at his age, he fent him home; and it was the day 
following on which, at his own requeft, I waited on him, 

Our converfation was fuch as might be expeéed, and I 
had the happimefs to fee myfelf reftored to a relation, whom 
1 had hitherto {careely known. He invited me to refide at 
his houfe ; and ina few days his attorney waited on Mis, 
S with a formal reqdllition, in my behalf, for the re- 
ftoration of my fon. She complied by force, but had the 





littlenefs to take from him all his wearing-apparel, fave that. 


in which he fullenly appeared before us. My emotions on 
fecing him-cannot be defcribed. He received my carefles 
with difguft; and feemed to confider us both more as his 
tyrants than his prote€tors. For feveral weeks we tried 
what effe& kindnefs, litile prefents, and the partaking of 
different amufements, would have on his mind. None of 
thefe fucceeded ; his ternper was vindictive, Rubborn, mo- 
rofe, and even revengeful. He never fpoke of his mother; 
and we as carefully avoided her name in his prefence. We 
hited up without his knowledge a {mall room in the houfe 
for his ufe, and ftored it with fuch books as might amufie his 
fancy, and inftru&t' his mind. No a& of kindnefs made any 
imprefhon on him. Often did the unmanly tear rol! filently 
down my cheek, as | traced the di fie, but well-finifhed 
refemblance of his lovely mother. e Ie frequently obferved 
me as my heart yearned to emorace fo but his. ungracious 
looks repelled the too tender emotion. My uncle at length 


told me of his determination to fend him to {chool, and 
hinted at the fame time his intentions in his favour. We 


foon after placed him at an academy ten miles from town, 
and had the pleafure to receive very fatisfattory accounts of 
his condu& and improvements. We {eldom vilited, or fent 
for him, but at the time of the general holidays; as from 
that miftaken indulgence arifes fo frequently a love of plea. 
fure and idlenefs, and a difguit to all which fhould be ma- 
terially attended to. He wrote, at my exprefs defire, to his 
mother, to.inform-her of his new fituation, and of. the or- 
| ders which had been given to prevent any interruption of 
| his Nudies ; but this caution proved needlels, as fhe neither 
an{wered his better, nor took any farther notice of him. 


ne 
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I paffed about two years in this flate of negative happi- 

néfs, when death fuddenty robbed me of my valuable rela- 
tion ; a misfortune the more grievous, as it was wholly un- 
expe&ted, The phyfician who occafionally attended lim 
had not perceived any alarming fymptoms ;~and a few morn- 
ings after his left vifit, Mrs. Wilmot found him dead in his 
bed, He wasa man of iound morals, but great eccentricity. 
He had been long eftranged from the world, and thole 
few who had any claim of relationfhip, that ’tis probable he 
would have lett |: fions for the ufe of public chari- 
ties, had not Mrs. S—-——, without intending to ferve me, 
fo maieriahy effeGted it. 

As it was not unufual for my uncle to pafs feveral days 
together in his own apartment, during which I feldom or 
ever faw him, I had no idea till Mrs. Wilmot fuggefted to 
me her opinion that a new will had been lately made.’ Mr, 
Term, the lawyer, whom he had employed to bring my fon 
to us, and in whom he had always appeared to place much 
confidence, had been latterly more frequent than ufual in 
his vifits; and Mrs, Wilmot was afterwards juftified in her 
opinion that her mafter had been guided by him in the re- 
gulation of his affairs, I fent immediaiely fdr that gentle- 
man, and we proceeded ito the gloomy chamber of death, 
where we had no difficulty to find the objeét of our fearch, 
He opened and read ittous. We found that he kad left 


. rT 
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the bulk of his fortune to my fon ; an annuity of two hur- | 
dred pounds to myfelf; and to Mrs, Wilmot, his houthold | 
and other articles, befides fifty pounds a 


furniture, plate, 
year for her life. Myr. Term was his fole executer ; 
had no caufe to be difpleafed with the choice. He an. 
pointed that gentleman and myfelf the joint guardians of 
Frederick, Mrs. S was net mentioned, but fome 
trifling fums were bequeathed to different people, 

We found on inveltigation, that after difeharging thefe 
incumbranees, my fon’s property would not exceed from 
feven to eight thoufand pounds.) When the fancral was 
over, I took lodgings in the neighbourhood ; my 
whom I had fent for on that occatfion, returned to his [choo 
I had not been there inany days, bitove I received a Jetter 
from De@or C--—, his worthy preceptor, informing me 
that Frederick had fuddenly difanpeared ; and that in fo {- 
cret a manmer, that none of the bové, whom he had he ag 
queftioned, could gi ve the leaft intimation of his d efign. 
immediately waited on Mr, Ter: m, 
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and on, 
,} 


and inve fted kin with 
full power over him, defiting him to a& for me as well as 
himlelf, 

‘We had no 
flight ; 
of him, 


Wits erketg ee plo : . 
doukt of his mother’s being pityy to his 


bot though fhe did not deny having any knowledge 


it was impol Ghle to preva on hey to reveal wiliat 
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fhe hed cone site bin 4 We gave up the purfuit ; and, 

though f could rot be happy, Tendcavouted to be comported, 

«6 I anew that “ay re-unron whith my Wwifo was now seyond 
tlie reach 7 Tharp tee Tiear 4 } PY) eh, -. 
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penfate for the lofs of every fécial virtue, and the felf-acca- 
fation of perfidy, and ingratitude, 

‘ In a few months, fhe fent me an infulting letter ; 
ing me, that as fhe knew her fon’s fortune to be out of the 
reach of his guardians, fhe could be under no apprchenfions 
for his future welfare; but that of his prefent condu& the 
fhould take charge ; which, if we objefled to, would oblige 
her to continue filent refpeéting his refidence. We foon, 
however, without any difficulty, found out that he was at a 
re{peétable military academy; and as we could not fugge!? 
any reafonable motives for withdrawing him, unlefs it was 
to prevent him from feeing his mother, which we knew 
would drive them both to extremities, we were filent on the 
fubje&; and, at length, anfwered the different bills that 
were neceilarily contraGed for his fupport and education, 

‘© My fon is now in his twenty-fifth year, and has been 
nearly nine in a regiment of foot, at this time in Ireland. 
For my prefent poverty, I can only alledge, that danger- 
ous rock on which all my peace has been wrecked, a too 
large portion of natural afeéion, His unbounded extrave- 
gance has reduced me to diftrefs; and I have taken up, at 
different times, to afift him, fums fo inadequate to my cir- 
cumftances, that fome years mutt pals before I can enjoy 
anew that comfortable independance, which was forfeited 
 alimoit as foon as acquired ! 
| .* OF Mrs. S I know nothing, Time has blunted 
i} the fharp edge of grief; but the w per has penetrated my 
| and that will never know a cure. 

My fon knows | can do no more for him, and leaves 
| me to my fate. Thus is every balfamic drop that is mixed 
! in the fall cup of human woe, converted into deadly poi- 
1 fon; the more fatal to me,. as they Hue from the fount that 
owed pure and unadulterated from the hands of its 


tell- 











heart, 





Creator. 

‘* Thus, Madam, have you patiently attended to the un- 
difguiied nary of a poor, 
by forrow more than by yeais; aiman, 
‘though an salnesateha one, to Saditesi, nature, but who is 
'now become a burden to bimfelf, and to the World.” 

I pitied him—I wept with him :—But it is referved to 

the High Powexs alone whom he. worfhips, to adminifle 
| 
' 
| 
i 
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unfortunate old man, worn out 
who has been a friend, 


€O eH a on, 
Should the eyes of.youth, and levity, be caft over the 


D3 iting hiftory, may théy be moiitened by the tear of 


| SemGbilsty ! And may the heart of every child that is cal- 

i lous to the .diflrefes uf a parent, recoil with horrer at the 
ay oo. wad o —_ lL. . e o > ao  - , ; , ’ 

umMaturar crune: and, By iffturning.to his aunty, fulus gue 
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OBSERVATION, 


i LATTERY 1s often the miide to deftrv lion. —tt is the 
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Our youth, proficients ina Nosxe art, 
Divide a farthing to the hundredth part. 
Well done, my boy, the joyful father cries, 
ApbiTion and SustRacTion make'us wile. 
FRANCIS. 


} s would f{carcely inform my readers to affure them, that, 
when I was at College, my mathematical tutor fhook his 
head, and dubbed me a Stupid fellow. Whatever ftrefs 
might be laid on the multiplication and pence tables by the 
tedate fhop-keepers of State-ftreet and Cornhill, it always 
appeared to me that a {cholar could attain the obje& of his 
miflion to the univerfity, without any affiftance from the 
four fir rules. Hence, I was more afhamed to be furprifed 
folving a fam in. Pike, than areputed virgin would. be to 
have the unchafte poems of Rochefler plucked from her pil- 
low. I contented myfelf with fludying the ways of men 
and. the works of Roman and Englifh wits, without gap- 
ing with a. foolifh face of wonder, when told. of the 
** Square of the Hypothenufe,’” and the miracles that com- 
pound intereft would perform in a term: of; years, Geome- 
irical progreffion was not half fe delightful to me as vehi- 
cular progreffion in a crazy Charleftown-car. That portion 
of arithmetic among merchants called fellowfhip, or com- 
pany, I lefe to them to afcertain their fhares of a.cargo of 
fugar and molaffes by; while the rules of good fellowhhip 
I made familiar both to my conception and. pratice. In 
fine, thofe of my prudent friends, who obferved the lank- 
nefs of my purfe, long before the expiretion of a College 
term, merrily remarked, that renucTion was the only 
part of arithmetic in which I made a figure. 

This avowed negle& of a darling ftudy, fo offended the 
lovers of flraight lines, that every moment they could fteal 
from their diagrams they. employed in prognofticating my 
future fortune. They would fketch on the paper covers of 
Evetrp perfpeétive views of my dilapidated eftate ; and by. 
rhombus, rhomboid, and trapezium, barbarous terms, fuch 
as are **a mifery to. hear,” they would conjure away my. 
goodsand chattles. Thofe, who defcending from the heights 
of abftrattion, condefcended to become mere mortals again, 
and to converfe upon. fublunary ‘topics, were continually 
quoting and applying to me that elegant adage ‘ of bring- 
ing one’s noble to a nine-pence,”” &c. In vain I endea- 
voured to defend my praétice, and to apologize for. my dif- 
belief in Euclid’s infalibility. In vain I fuggefted, that 
many of the brighteft geniufes fuccefsfully clambered up 
the rugged fteeps of Fame, without employing the nine 
digits, as pioneers, to fmooth the way: that Shakefpeare, 
with whom, as Cicero obferves-cf Plato, I would rather 
err, than think right. with,all, the philofophers, was not 
only a novice in the doétrige of ‘* nought and carry one,” 
but frankly indulges a laugh of contempt at computation :— 
that in Othello, when Iago informs his Venitian dupe of 
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Caffio’s unjuft preferment to. a lieutenancy, and is afkcd 
‘¢ what is he ?”? the contemptuous re{fponfe is ** forlooth a 


“great arithmetician |’ That in Love’s Labour Loft, a pert 


page demands of Armado * how many is onc: thrice told ?” 
the folemn knight repligs ** I am ill at reckoning, it fits 
the fpirit of a tapfter ;”? that Lord Lyttleton the elder, a 
man of bufinefs, emphalizing the phrafe, honoured: by his 
prince with a place in the exchequer and in the department 
of finance, could not, as.we are affured: by his fon, count 
twenty pounds in different Britifh. coins; that the Dean of 
St.. Patrick’s, whole fterling fenfe and humour has pleafed: 
and informed men more than all the works of all the mathe- 
maticians, employed eight hours in a day in reading hiftori- 
ans.and poets, and compofing the Tale of a. Tub, and was 
refufed, by the univerfity of Dublin, a degree, becaufe he 
lampooned Locke and derided. the zrial {peculations of a 
mathematician. All thefe fhining examples, like Haman’s 
profpcrity, availed me nothing,’’ and the fticklers for {ci- 
ence told me that I could. not give direétions to a carpenter 
without underftanding~—-how fhall I write fo unpoetical a 
word—without underftanding parallelograms. 

Having thus far, in jecular phrafe, difcufled.this grave 
fubje&t, 1 now ferioufly declare, it is not my. wiih to abro- 
gate any branches of this recondite icience.. I.am not pof- 
feffed with fuch a Quixotifh {fpirit of innovation, as to de- 
fire all concerned forthwith to make proclamation for mathe- 
matics and coufin german arithmetie:to depart; but good- 
naturedly to deride that mode of education, which neg]leé 
ing, or partially ftudying, eloquence, poetry, hiftory, the 
claffics, and the world, devotes long and exclufive atten- 
tion to things abftra&ed and foreign from men’s bufine(s 
and bofoms,. That great and univerfal {cholar, Dr. John- 
fon, whofe authority is of no trivial weight, decifively pro- 
nounces that this fcience and the knowledge which it re- 
quires and includes, is not.the great and. frequent bulinefs 
of life.’ It is of rare emergence.. We are perpetually 
moralifts, but we are geometricians only. by chance. One 
may live long with a man and_not difcern his fkill in hydro- 
{tatics, or aftronomy, but his moral and prudential charac- 
ter immediately appears.. The rigid Knox, who is a ftrenu- 
ous. advocate for the fevereft {chool difcipline, confeffes, 
that a man may be very liberally educated, without much 
fkill in this branch of. learning, 
many years fince, a preface of Dr. Cheyne’s to.one of his 
medical trafts, wherein, after defcribing his devotion to tri- 
angles, &c. he pathetically deplores his wafte of time, and 
adds, “that in thefe exquifitely. bewitching fpeculations, 
gentlemen of liberal leifure may riot-; but for men of gene- 
ral learning, bufinefs, and the world, they are toa empty 
and zrial.”? My readers will perhaps yawn at thefe multi- 
plied citations ; but this is a fcience, {upporied fo much by 
authority and opinion, that I muft oppofe it with equal 
arms, 

We are magifterially told that this fludy, of all others, 
moft clofely fixes the attention. An argument fhallow, un- 
true, and cafily vanquifhed. Any. objeét that engrofles the 


mind,. will induce a habit ef attention, Now IL can wag-. 





I remember reading, not 
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rantably affert, that a defcription from Virgil, a fcene from 
Shakefpeare, Robertfon’s narrative of the decollation of 
Mary, or any ftriking paflage from authors of polite litera- 
ture, will accomplith this purnofe. Why fhould the de- 
monftrations of Euclid arrogate this honour to. themfelves ? 
Have they an exclufive privilege of enchanting the mind, or 
are they invefled with a talifmanic charm by which atten- 
tion is at once conjured into mathematical circles? Addifon 
wondered how rational’ veings could for hours play with 
painted bits of paper; but he was manifeftly a novice in 
whift, a game which, regularly played, is an unremitting 
exercife of two of the nobleft intelJcétual powers, memory 
and judgment. The acute Hume, when jaded with meta- 
phyfical refearch, invigorated his powers with a cheerful 
KUBBER. Froma fafhionable amufement he derived that 
benefit which the worfhippers of Euclid would confine to 
their Ged. In fine, a mere mathematician, without being a 
more cogent reafoner, is lefs learned, lefs eloquent, and lefs 
courtly than the Beanclercs, whofe fuperficial talents he 
eonteinns. He isa folemn, ab'ent, unaccommodating motal, 
Better therefore to imitate Cardinal de Retz end Chefter- 
field ; better to ftudy the ufeful and the pleafant, than to 
dream away life over the fymbols and negative quantities of 
algebra, 

I propofed to animadvert next’on the influenge that arith- 
metical minutia gradually, obtained over the heart.’ I was 
about adventuring to cenfure even the great Dr. Franklin, 
for infifting too much upon the mint, annife, and cummin 
of computation, I wifhed to brand avarice, and to deny 
the doétrine of “ uttermoft farthings.’” But I recalle&ed 
that every penurious parent, who prefcribes as a horn-book 
Jeflon to his fon, that * fcoundrel maxim’? a penny faved 
is a penny got, would cry—fhame! The world, quoth pra- 
dence, will not bear it; ’tis a penny getting, pound hoard- 
ing world—I yielded; and fhelter myfelf in my garret 
againft that mob of mifers and worldlings I fee gathering to 
hoot me. 





REFLECTIONS ON SCANDAL. 


** Bafe Envy withers at another's joy, 
And hates that excellence it cannot reach.”’ 
THOMEION. 


"Tere isnot a greater enemy to the peace of individu- 
als, and fociety at large, than Scandal; although it is much 
to be regretted, that there is no frailty to which moft peo- 
ple are lo fubjeét. Scandal is the offspring of Envy; and 


the only weapon of little minds againft fuperior abilities,. 


But, notwithflanding Scandal affeéts, more or lefs, every 
member of the community, it reigns with more diftinguifhed 
power ovcr fome parts of fociety than others, On enquiry, 
it will appear that the female charaéter fuftains the moft in- 
jury from. this bane to human happinefs, In the country, 
too, this fpecies of Scandal. is more prevalent than in the 
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metropolis, The reafon is obvious ; in a country place, the 
number of inhabitants are fo fmall, that each is frequently 
more acquainted with the charaéter of his neighbour than 
hisown. Every aétion is examined with the moft critical 
feverity ; and often the belt of chara€ters lofe the efleem of 
their acquaintance fromthe malignant alperfions of Igno- 
It is impoffible for a lady to be feen walk- 
ing with a gentleman, in fuch a place, without the immedi- 
ate conclufion that they are lovers: it iz even not uncom- 
monty added, if their acquaintance fheuld have lafted any 
length of time, that Mifs Such-a-one appears to be in a fair 
way. After a report of this nature has once fpread, I have 
feen a company of females thrown into the gyeateft confter- 
nation, by the entrance of a lady who was the unfortunate 
fubje& of Slander. How bufy is the filent whifper, on 
thefe occafions! Jt runs with amazing rapid:ty, from car to 


car, accompanied by nods and winks; with a-—‘* You know 


who"’—* So they fay’— Well, I could never have thought 
it!’? anda variety of fuch phrafes, which every one muft 
at fome time have heard, 

Scandal is of a quality peculiarly diftreffing, Againf 
the open fhafts of violence, every one may defend himlelf ; 
but, from Slander, and fecret Calumny, the moft deferving, 


mult fuffer, 


The only method to prevent this peft to fociety, is for 
every one to fhut their ears againft the officious tales of 
Scandal and. Envy; fince experience proves, that if peo- 
ple in general were not too much inclined to liften, when. 
any account is brought of the faults and failings of others, 
the tongue of Scandal. would no longer find the mean fatif- 
fa&tion it now cnjoys,. 

The milchicfs that accrue to mankind, from Calumny and 
Slander, are innumerable. How many families have their 
peace deftroyed by evil reports! By fuch means, the feeds. 
of enmity. are too often engendered between the dceareft 
connections in life. . 

I: has already been: obferved, that Seandal is the only. 


“weapon of little minds againft fuperior worth and abilities, 


The truth of this remark ouglit to be a fufficient preventa- 
tive; for, I believe, no one would wifh to incur the me- 
ritcd appellation of a.little and envious mind, Females, in 
particular, fhould diveft themfelves of this fpirit, which. 
produces fo many evils among the fair-fex ;. for, let it be 
remembered, that an envious mind, apd flanderous tongue, 
never inhabit the face of beauty, and the form of elegance! 

—-If there muft ftill remain, in the breafts of fome, a flan- 
derous fpirit, and a delight to fabricate fcandalous reports ;. 
if moft people will alfo retain a propenfity to hear whatever 
comes from fuch a fource ; let us a& with. fome degree of 
impartiality: before we credit, as undoubted truth, tales 
injurious to the reputation of another; we ought, at leaft, 

to examine whether what we hear docs not wear the moft 
flagrant marks of falfehood. Thus we may often be enabled 

to difcover fi€tion from truth, and be fatisfied that the per- 

fon accufed is entirely innocent: and it is the province of 

great. minds, to vindicate the charaéters of thofe who are: 


abfent,, when unyuftly afperfed by the tongye of Scandal,. 
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CHARACTER OF 


‘OF the 


LORD MOUNT-GARTH. 


following extraordinary chara&er, though not 


given as hiftorical faét, there is faid to have a&tually been a | 


prototype lately, if not at prefent, refident in one of the 
wildeft parts of the county of Suffolk, 

Lord Mount-Garth had retired from the world twenty 
years ago, not b seg within his own park, but, except on 
very rare occafions, within his own palace and garden; 
which, together, anal a {pace of nearly a fquare mile, 
and were furrounded by a wall fifteen feet high; againft 
which he would amule himfelf for hours in playing at hand- 
ball; fometimes alone, and at others accompanied by a fe- 
male favourite, the only perfon ke would fufler to come 
near him, or could ever bear to fee, though at a diftance, 
except one man, the fon of his father’s gardener, who had 
been brought up with him at home from his infancy, and 
was exactiy of the fame age, being born in the fame night 
and hour. This man had not, any more than his lordthip, 
been without the precinéts of the park, and very feldom 
beyond thofe of the garden, for the fpace of thirty years, 
“As they went into this ftate of voluntary confinement, 
which is a kind of internal exile, at the age of twenty, they 
are now, of courfe, in the Gfieth year of” their age. John, 
for that was the name of the man, had been educated along 
with his lordfhip tn his fathei’s family, by a private tutor ; 
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and had acquired a competent knowledge, not only of an- | 
cient and modern languages, hiftory, and Belles Lettres, | 


but a general idea of the principles and progreflive improve- 
ment in the arts and {ciences. John ated in the capacity 
of valet de chambre, confidant, and companion; dined at 
the fame table with his lordfhip, went to bed at the fame 
hour, and flept to the jame hour precifely, and almoft to 
the fame minute rofe in the morning. 
cifely in the fame kind of cloaths, even to the famenefs of 
foe-buckles and fleeve-buttons. If my lord felt himfelf 
not ‘very well, and judged it proper to take any medicine, 
John mui take the fame medicine alfo. John” he would 
fay, “ T think we fat up rather too late laft night: I think 
ave fhould not he the worfe for an emetic.’’-—* J] think we 

#nould be much tle better for it, my lord,"—* John, Tam 
efraid we have ratherexcee 
ft: 


catharties. 
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In-winter, he generally lay in 
till ten or eleven o’clock : about that time he would p 
bell, call for John, and afk him what kind of a < 
‘© It is a very fine day, my lord; the fun fhines out brig 
and the atmofphere is unfullied by a cloud.”—* Why, the 
John, I think we fhould be the better for a race in the gu: 
den.” For it was their cuftom to have frequent races, at 
the end of which both parties were within a few feet of 
each other. ‘* John, how locks the weather this morn- 
ing ?”’—** Moft hideoufly, my lord! The fky lowers; the 
feathered creation retreat to their roofts; the cats inceffantly 
curry their hides; and flakes of f{now, driving before the 
wind, announce the coming ftorm,”—** John, fhut the doors 
and windows; light up a rouzing fire; let candles be 
brought; let the paftry and cold tongues be laid on the ta- 
ble; and, fince it is a bad day, let us make a good night.” 
Many efforts were made by the college acquaintance of 
his lordfhip to fee him; for, with all his fingularities, he 
was an amiable and benevolent man, as well as an excellent 
fcholar ; and attached, as by a fingular 
quaintance to his perfon. They would put up their horfes 
{ at an adjoining village, and fend letters to his lordthip, 
: fraught with recolleétions of former ae His lord- 
_fhip never failed to return anfwers replete with equal kind- 
nefs; recolleéting former f{ecnes ue: circumitances, with 
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As the inn neareit his lordfhip’s 
wretched one-—for in this fequeftered fpot there was no en- 
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company, 
fhe arauied herielf, now and then, by giving fuppers to the 
fariy 





fervants and fhe ers daughters in the neighbourhood 
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fed a vreat part of his time, bat anto which nog publication’ 


zcellent library, in which he pal- 


of any kind had been admitted fince the year of his retire. 


ment, or fequeftration from the world ;~being that,‘2s al- 
ready menticned, on which he left the univerfity, Having 
then fuceceded tothe eftate by the death of ‘his’ father.’ No 


newfpapers! ho magazines! no reviews ! no political pam- 
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phicts! no annual regifters ! No, nor any converiztion cdén- 
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Britain, or any other part of the world, from the hour of 
his feclufion, He turned himfelf about, and caft his eyes 
backward, and fixed them wholly on former times. » Al- 
though, he confeffed, that he had often been tempted to 
enquire what could be the caufes of the fudden and enor- 
mous accumulation of taxcs. 
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THE CRIMINAL. 
[Concluded from page 375-] 


_ 


A LAUNCH INTO ETERNITY. 


—_ 
} IRST marched forth thofe that guarded the law 
from violation; then followed the culprit bound in a cart, 
aitended by a clergyman, who was ufing his pious endea- 
vours to fmooth the paffage into another world, They 
reached the tree. The ladder was placed, and after a few 
rainutes fpent in the folemn duties of religion, he afcended 
it, With the confcioufnefs of a heart in which every vir- 
tue glowed, and with a fortitude which the virtuous only 
poffefs, he calmly furveyed the furrounding multitude, and 
Sgnified his with to be heatd: they eagerly lent their atten- 
tion, while he painted to them the caufe of his difgrace, and 
the mifery of his family which had led him to the a&. He 
faid he could not endure the idea of fecing them perith be- 
fore his eyes; and when'their diftrefs was at its higheft 
pitch, and when he could get no help from thofe who 
would have befriended him with all they were worth when 
he needed it not, he had fallied forth on the highway, de- 
termined to alleviate their diftreffes--but his intentions 
were not to fhed blood—driven to defperation by experi- 
encing a refufal, (when on his knees he folicited.the boon) 
he had done the deed. 

The people were al] attention, and when.he ended, their 
ftreaming eyes fpoke the fentiments of their hearts. 

The moments were precious. The cord was faftened to 
the wood, and after a few moments fpent in devotion, the 
curtain of life dropped, 

Scarcely was the folemn feene clofed, when a murmur 
was heard among the croud, and fhortly afier a female ruth- 
ed tothe fpot. It was his wife. Heavens!. what a fhock 
for her delicate frame! She had but juft recovered from an 
iligefs the had fallen into when they had dragged her huf- 
band from her arms. She faw him now when life fat qui- 
vering at his lips, and then in unifon their fpirits afcended 
to the bright world of blifs. 


* * * % + 








* * * * * * 


What fubftantial benefit, what real advantage do ye 
deiive from deoming to death onc that has perpetrated the 
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dreadful crime of murder? Does his death reftore to life 
the perfon murdered ? Does it allay the grief of the dif- 
treffed family ? No! What then is it that makes you. 
give your tacit confent to a mealure which is holtile to 
every principle of equity-—derogatory to every principle of 
humanity ® Is it becaufe this fevere law was firft given in 
thunderings, from Mount Sinia, toa people, who while 








beholding with their eyes the glory of the Deity, yet wor~. 


fhipped the work of their own hands? Throw afide preju- 
dice, and that felleft tyranny, cvfom, until then you will 
never view things in their proper {phere. 

Would not folitary imprifonment in a lonely ecll, fur ex- 


' cluded from every pitying eye, for a term of years, be more 


juft P He might be compelled to labor, and his earnings go 
to maintain the family which through his means has loft its 
fupport. Thus they who have fuffered by his mifconduct 
might reap fome advantage: whereas, by taking his life they 
muft be left to pine in want and wretchednefs, If after 
continuing in this ftate for fome years, it be difcovered that 
a thorough change is wrought, and the offender has become 
a reafonable creature, then let him be difcharged—the debt 
is fully paid. But fhould he after this again imbrue his 
hands in the blood of his fellow men, then let rigorous im- 
prifonment for life be the penalty—he is no longer fit ta 
affociate with human beings, ey 
New-Yorn, April 4, 1797. 
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MARRIED, 


By the Rev. Mr. King, Mr. Joun. M‘Carray, of’ 


Johnftown, to Milfs Exiza- Ker, daughter of the Rev., 
Nathan Ker, of Gofhien, Ulfter County, 

By the Rev. Mt. O‘Brien, Mr, Casimir Deravicne, 
merchant, of this city, to Mifs Emitia Guiperz, late of 
Port-au-Prince... 

On Tuefday, fe’nnight, at Bedford, on Long-I Mand, by 
the Rev. Dr. Livingfton, Joun I. Jounson, Elq. to Mils 
Hannan Loupow, both of this city. 

On Wednelday evening laft, by the Rev. S:muel Pro- 
vooft, Mr. Arexanper S, Mirrer, to Milfs Mary 
Rocers,. both of this city. 

—~ 


METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 
From the 21f to the 27th inft, 





THERMOMETOR Prevailing OBSERVATIONS 
obferved at winds. onthe wearurr. 
6, A.M. 3, P.M. | 6. 3- 6. 3- 
deg. 100. deg. 1092. 

May 21] 57 79 se. do. | fozgyclear calmlt.wd. 
22} 60 72 nw, w. | clear do. It. wd. 
23} 56 65 se do. | clear de. calm h. wd. 
241 54 66 e do. | cly. clear calm It. was 
251 54 65 e. do. | cly. It. w. clear-do. ra. 
20/1 55 71 | n s. jclearit. wd. do. do. 
271 55 62 e s:, | clear It. wd. cly. hw, 
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STANZAS TO HOFE, 


O;, ifope! thou halm of human woes, 
Oh! come, and lull my foul to reit; 
fhy form can foothe me to repofe, 
Is thou canft calm my troubled brealt. 


fhou bright illufion of the mind, 
ihou jewel to the human kind ; 
Without thy aid, man’s life would be 
A long, long {cenc, of mis’ry'! 


*Tis thou that art the wretch’s flay, 

When ev'ry comfort droops away; 

Thy friendly voice can bear him up, 

‘Though doom’d to drink Woe’s bitt’reft cup. 


When the fad Pilgrim, with worn feet, 
Longs, yet defpairs, his friends to greet ; 
‘Tis then thy heav’nly, foothing ray, 
Renews his fteps, and chears his way. 


When the poor Mariner, at fea, 

Views black'ning tempefts round him flee; 
Thy friendly aid points out the fhore, 
Where tempefts ceafe, and ftorms are o’en. 


When the tir’d Soldier, on the plain, 

Sees battle rage, and thoufands flair; 
Thou bidd’ft his care and anguith ceafe, 
And bring’ft the welcome found of peace. 


When the poor Captive, in his cell, 

Js doom’d in chearlefs gloom to dwell, 
Thy angel Vifion fets him free ; 

Thou giv’ft him life, with liberty. 


Yet not to earth’s contracted {pot, 
Thy boundlefs power can be confin’d ; 
Tor our’s would be the hardett lot, 
Should all our views be here refign’d. 


If in this life was all our hope, 

Then wretched were, indeed, our doom; 
But happy we, that thou can’ft ope 

A realm of blifs beyond the tomb. 


When earth’s fhort pilgrimage is o’er, 

When this world’s charms can pleafe no more; 
When life’s laft pulfe throbs in the heart, 

And Death has aim’d his fatal dart— 


*Tis then, in heav'’nly robes array’d, 
‘Thou art the dying Chriftian’s aid ; 
die views, through thy celeftial eye, 
The dawn of immortality. 





ON SEEING A MISER AT A CONCERT. 


Music hath charms to foothe.a favage breaft, 
To calm the tyramt and relieve th’ opprett : 

‘The enticing Concert’s more attra€tive pow'r, 
Unlock’d a Miler’s pocket at threefcare : 

© ftrange effe& of mufic’s matchlefs force, 

To extra& a dollar from a full town purle. 
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THE CLOWN AND THE LAWYER. 


Hos vilitted Brier, witha very long ‘acc, 

Put a picce in his palm, and then ftated his cafe. 

Quoth the Lawyer—“ As far as I yet underftand, 

You are right as my nail, I declare 6y th’s hard: 

But dotors oft differ; fo, were you my brother, 

I can't anfwer, till that too be fee’d, for the other. 

Then ipreading his hand, like a churchwarden’s plate, 

** Come, come, my good friend, don’t fland {cratching your pate! 

But wet t’ether eye, like a foul, as you ought, 

Time’s too precious for me thus to wafte it for nought.” 

Says Hos—‘* Here’s the ftuff! but, as I am a ninny, 

I’m handing thee, now, Mafter Barer, my daf guinea; 

So I hopes as you'll give me the belt of advice!”’”— 

‘¢ To be fure! to be fure!’* cries Barer, ‘in a trice. f 

Then, know, that thofe words which I laft heard you fay, 

Have driv’n all at firft that I told you away. 

‘No ‘matter what Caufe, or what Lawyer, or Court, 

Gold! Gold! my friend Hos, is of all the fupport : 

With thet, to each point of the compafs we rove ; 

Without it, the devil a-dimd of us move! 

Ev’ry hope that I had, with your money, is gone; 

Your caufe is a bad one, and you are undone. 

To fland on you hav’n’t, as we fay, @ leg ; 

And no Lawyer, in England, for you”ll ftir a peg.” 
Hos look’d mighty fheepifh, and mutter’d a curfe, 

As he faw Law: -; Brizr put the cath in his purfe. 

‘« What you tells me,” he cried, as he flowly withdrew, 

‘* 1 fears, Mafler Baigr, may, for once, be too true: 

But if I durft tell thee a piece of my mind, 

Tho’ I have been main foolt/h, I a’n’t yet quite dlind; 

And you Limbs of the Law, I now fees very plain, 

Bs all, as a body may fay, rogucs in grain! 

Yes, ecod! had I known half I now know before, 

I’d as foon enter’d hell, Mafter Barer, as your door ; 

And I with I may fuffer, with you, hell’s worft pain, 

Jf ever I vilit a Lawyer again |” 


==—=3 


SOCIAL EVENINGS. 


I Love not, at peep of day, 

To chafe, with dogs, a timid prey ; 

My heart is rather prone to f{pare, 

The ftately flag, the harmlefs hare: 
For, with a faithful, gen’rous friend, 
I would my Social Evenings {pend. 


Lur’d by the chearful Noontide-heat, 
When infe&s quit their lone retrcat ; 
I would not, that a worm fhould dread 
The ruin of my heedlefs tread : 
For, with a faithful, gen’rous friend, 
I would my Social Evenings f{pend. 


Thus, when Night draws her curtainound, 
‘May I be ne’er with maniags found; 
Who, to forget their guilty day, 
Mutt wabh refle€tion all away! 
For, with a faithful, gen’rous friend, 
I would my Social Evenings fpend. 
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